Stock Exchange Announcements 
INDEPENDENT NEWS & MEDIA ANNOUNCES TECHNOLOGY DEAL FOR NEW ISP LAUNCH AND £2M+ DIGITAL SET TOP BOX GIVEAWAY
Independent News & Media PLC and Internet Ireland announced a technology deal with NetGem S.A. of France initially worth IR£2 million ($2.4m), for the provision of digital set top boxes (dSTBs) and related technology to enable internet access through conventional TV. 
This announcement underpins the acquisition strategy of Internet Ireland by Independent News & Media PLC and its 50% associate Princes Holdings (PHL) - co-owned by Liberty Media (LMG.A). PHL is Ireland's second largest cable TV/ MDS operator after NTL/ Cablelink (NTLI), managing over 230,000 subscribers throughout Ireland, with homes passed exceeding 600,000. 
The NetGem technology arrangement will facilitate the biggest-ever launch of an Irish ISP portal site through Internet Ireland, with an initial IR£2 million ($2.4m) worth of NetGem digital set top boxes being distributed free, nationwide from next week. 
Internet Ireland's new ISP - to be launched this Friday (4th February) - will provide free internet access, free e-mail, enhanced functionality, on-line shopping, and will be the largest Irish portal for news and information. 
Commenting on the announcement, Michael Branagan, Managing Director of Internet Ireland said, "This deal with NetGem provides a more attractive option for internet access for the hundreds of thousands of Irish consumers who will no longer require an expensive and complex PC and modem, but simply our dedicated dSTB for their existing TV. The Irish domestic market - with some 1.1m homes - has been poorly served to date by existing ISPs, as no other provider is offering the internet to the mass market in such a simple and cost effective manner." 
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Notes for Editors: 
INDEPENDENT NEWS & MEDIA PLC: 
Independent News & Media PLC. - a $2bn media conglomerate - is fully listed on both the Irish and London Stock Exchanges. 
Independent is a fast growing global media and communications group with significant interests in newspaper and magazine publishing, outdoor advertising, radio, pay TV and electronic media. Independent has operations in Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, the United Kingdom, Ireland, Portugal, and South Africa.
Independent publishes over 160 newspaper and magazine titles with weekly circulations of over 15 million copies (and a readership franchise in excess of 45 million) and has market-leading newspaper positions in all its sphere of operations. 
Last year, the Group established a new division, Independent Digital, to actively identify and exploit new media opportunities in both fixed-line and mobile telephony, internet and e-commerce. 

PRINCES HOLDINGS LTD. (trading as IRISH MULTICHANNEL): 
PHL is jointly owned by the US company, Liberty Media (LMG.A) - formerly TCI - and Independent News & Media PLC. It operates the second largest cable/ MDS operation in Ireland, and currently provides basic and premium television services to over 230,000 customers throughout Ireland. Its licensed franchise area approximates 600,000 homes passed. 
Rapidly expanding its product portfolio, PHL is currently investing over IR£300 million ($370m) in its fibre-optic and wireless network backbone, and increasing its range of multi-media services to its existing customers to include the provision of both telephony and high-speed broadband internet access. 
PHL was recently awarded both Broadband and Narrowband Wireless Local Loop Licences. 
