Stock Exchange Announcements 

INTERNET IRELAND ANNOUNCES BIGGEST EVER IRISH ISP AND PORTAL SITE LAUNCH 
FREE SET TOP BOX GIVEAWAY WORTH UP TO £3M 
TV ACCESS TO: 
- FREE INTERNET & FREE E-MAIL 
- UNIQUE & VIBRANT REGIONAL, NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONTENT 
@ UNISON.IE 
THE DEFINITIVE PORTAL FOR OVER 40 IRISH NEWSPAPERS 
Internet Ireland, a leading Internet Service Provider (ISP) today, Friday, 4th February 2000, unveiled Unison.ie, a new on-line brand that unites over 40 leading Irish newspaper titles in a pioneering move that will make the Internet, e-mail and on-line shopping accessible, via the medium of television. 
Up to £3m worth of Set Top Boxes (STB's) - which link the TV to a standard telephone - will be given away free as part of a major joint promotion through the regional and national press. This will enable users to alternate between TV, free Internet access and free e-mail, from the comfort of their living rooms, via a traditional telephone line. 
Commenting at today's launch in the HQ at the Hot Press Hall of Fame, Mr. Michael Branagan, Managing Director, Internet Ireland said: "It's simply a matter of economies of scale. The regional press have recognised the need for a strong on-line presence as have the leading national titles and Internet Ireland is the catalyst bringing these content providers together. The moment we switched on the Unison service it became the largest Irish source of news and information not just for the Irish people, but for a world wide audience, and therein lies the value. 
"Unison is now the number one content provider in Ireland. The strength of this position has been underlined by the alignment of strategic e-commerce partners, from amongst Ireland's leading consumer and corporate players who have been quick to grasp the advantages of a strong presence. Whereas today's announcement marks our first inroad in providing Internet access to consumers, it also galvinises and underpins our commitment to the corporate sector. 
"Today's announcement will provide the vehicle to Internet access for thousands of consumers who will no longer need to purchase a PC and modem, but will simply require an STB and conventional TV." 
Commenting on behalf of participating regional newspapers, Mr. Eugene McGee, Managing Director and Editor of the Longford Leader said: "Today's announcement is a coming of age and a coming on-line of the regional press in Ireland. For many years regional newspapers have provided a unique local perspective on local politics, current affairs, sport and entertainment. 
"Given the inroads being made by international ISP's such as amazon.com into the regional media in Ireland it was essential that we maintain our unique position and the integrity of our titles. By working together we benefit from economies of scale and access to an ever larger and more dispersed audience, to the benefit of our titles and our advertisers. Advertisers and consumers will now have access to their individual regional on-line portal and a collective on-line classified database covering the entire country. Businesses in our area with export capabilities and aspirations now have a window to sell to the world. 
"UNISON also enables regional titles, published weekly at present, to move towards real-time on-line content, a facility which will transform reporting of sporting events in particular. This unique ISP will greatly facilitate regional journalists who will be able to forward copy from their homes using their TVs. For me, today's announcement is the most exciting event since managing Offaly's footballers when they won the famous 1982 All-Ireland final depriving the great Kerry team of five All Ireland titles in a row!" 
Mr. Bart Bonsall, Chief Executive Officer, Princes Holdings Limited said: "Princes Holdings are delighted to be in partnership with the regional newspapers and can add considerable value to Unison's content resource through our high speed broadband and narrow band wireless networks and our extensive cable network. Today's announcement also underpins our longstanding commitment to provide a quality high speed broadband service to our 230,000 subscribers in both urban and rural areas." 
NOTE: Supplementary information attached.
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NOTE FOR EDITORS: 
Internet Ireland, is a leading Internet Service Provider (ISP), web enabler and network consultancy company which has recently been acquired by Independent News & Media PLC and Princes Holdings Limited (trading as Irish Multichannel). More than IR£12 million ($15m) will be invested launching and promoting its new Internet platform. Internet Ireland is based at Independent Digital's new offices at Citywest Digital Park where employment is set to rise to 200 by the end of the 1st Q 2000. 
In operation since 1996, Internet Ireland was established by Barry Breslin and Michael Branagan (the original founder of Indigo) and provides Internet authoring, web design, hosting and consulting services to a large and diverse corporate client base from mainly the SME sector. 
